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1.

I think that Klement Gottwald has less power today than he
has had at any time since he has occupied the position of
President. Never has he been so isolated from the 1ife of
the country. 1In the past his influence was strongly felt
in all political, economic, and cultural activities of
Czechoslovakia. In the dally broadcasts from Prague, I

no longer detect any Indication of Gottwald's influence

on the 1ife of the citizen. Everything in Czechoslovakia
seems to be gulded by an impersonal hand; in my opinion, it

is the USSR, Certainly it 1s not the hand of any current 4
Czechoslovak leaders.ﬂﬁ% L

In past speeches, Prime Minlster Zapotocky has constantly
alluded to certaln decislions having been made at the
advice, suggestion, or order of Gottwald. His recent speeches
have included no mention of the President except at the end,
when he always makes some statement such as, "Long live our
great leader Klement Gottwald!" Gottwald himself used to
made many speechesg now he makes only a few.

"

Gottwald 18 not en orator, but his speeches were briliiant,
well organlzed, and slways closed with a note of optimism,
In his 1952 New Yaar's Day Bpeech, however, he spoke in a
low voice which was wezk and halting. The speech was poorly
organized and without optimism., In the past, recordings of
his speeches have,usually been rebroadcast a number of times.
The rebroadcasts of his New Year's speech, instead of being
reccrded, were read by various announcers and the contents
8lightly changed from the original version.
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25X1X 4, |in August 1951,
/Ar1cus governm@nt officials who had recently spokem with
d¢ttwald told me that h® gave the gppearance of a man who
Ad been drinking too M¥dvily. During the May Day Parade
95X 1X i 1951, Gottwald seemed to he so weak
N %t he on kis fekt to review the pro-
gssion. This impression was confified by many
[ff:::::]nho had also seen Gottwpld &% the parade.
L R
5. Ppg Ludwig FreJka, who was redéntly deposed as economis
visdr to President Gottwald, was ‘donsidered, along with
Dr Goldmann and Dr Jaromir Dalansky, to be the real
economic brain of the .Communist Party and the Primary
author of the Two Year and Five Year Plans. Until 1949
er 1950 he was Chief of the Economic Departmernt of the
Central Secretariat of the Communist Party. He was highly
ucated and extremely intelligent, of German-Jewish origin,
Hefore the war he published & G rman’ Communilst newspaper
le Rote Fahne" in the Sudetenléhd.: He served in the
iritish Army during World War II usihg the name of Freund
95X1X dr Fruehauf, | |the purge of FreJka was part of
in an attempt by the Soviets to eliminate all Jews from high
posts in the Government. The only lmportant official of
Jewish origin remeining in the Czech government 1z the
Minister of Justice.
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